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Host City Transportation Planning Context

�Regional Transportation Plan -
Transport 2021 (1993)

*Vancouver Transportation Plan 
(1997)

�TransLink Transportation 
Strategy - Transport 2040 
(2008)

�Provincial Transit Plan (2008)

�Provincial Climate Change Plan 
(2008)

The Olympic & Paralympic 
Transportation Team (OPTT)
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Host City Olympic Transportation Goals
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Host City Transportation Challenges
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The Olympic Line
Vancouver’s 2010 Streetcar
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For almost 70 years, 
Vancouver had an extensive 
electric streetcar network

Bringing Back Vancouver’s Streetcar
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Modern, high quality, fully accessible transit system

To support land-use Downtown with less need for vehicles

Fully integrated with the regional public transportation network

Vision for a Downtown Streetcar

Why a Downtown Streetcar ?

Longer life span & lower operating costs
Promotes neighbourhood development and street life
Benefits more than just transit users
Flexible design & improves public space



Presentation by Dale Bracewell, PEng, 
City of Vancouver, September 29, 2010 6

A Range of Capacity and Speed

Bus Rapid TransitBus Rapid Transit

Light Rail Transit &Light Rail Transit & StreetcarStreetcar
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The Streetcar Renaissance

Streetcars have evolved into 
a modern, efficient, and 
cost-effective transit mode

More than 45 North 
American cities building, 
planning or studying new 
lines

Streetcars = a preferred 
transit mode for tomorrow
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In 1996, the City purchased the rail right-of-way to Granville Island

In 1998, the Downtown Historic Railway (DHR) operations began

In 1999, the Vancouver Streetcar Feasibility Study was completed

Vancouver Streetcar Feasibility Study 

The 
Downtown
Streetcar

Alignments
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A long term network of transit services to serve Vancouver

Expanding rapid transit to serve Central Broadway still the priority 

Vancouver Transit Strategy 

Benchmarking & Market Research Studies
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Why Streetcars & Local Buses Both Work
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From: Streetcar and Local Bus Comparative Review

IBI Group for the City of Vancouver, 2006

Design, Layout, & Ridership Study
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Design, Layout, & Ridership Study

Preliminary Engineering & Design:
Granville Island to Science World
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Preliminary Engineering & Design:
Granville Island to Science World

The Olympic Opportunity
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Provision of 2 FLEXITY 
vehicles & O&M services

Canada Mortgage & Housing 
Corporation (CMHC)

Funding for infrastructure

Brussels Transport 
Company (STIB)

Loan of 2 FLEXITY vehicles

Provision of track 
infrastructure & maintenance

Olympic Line: Investment Partners

Reconstruction of Tracks



Presentation by Dale Bracewell, PEng, 
City of Vancouver, September 29, 2010 13

Transporting the Olympic Line Streetcars
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The Olympic Line Streetcar – Exterior Design
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The Olympic Line Streetcar – Interior Design
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Olympic Line Operational Data
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The Olympic Line Operations Team
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The Olympic Line Operations Team
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Opening Day – January 21st, 2010

Olympic Torch Relay Day – February 12th, 2010
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If you didn’t get a chance to ride the 
Olympic Line - Vancouver’s 2010 Streetcar…
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The Olympic Line Operational Challenges
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The Olympic Line Experience

The Olympic Line Experience
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The Olympic Line Experience

The Olympic Line Experience
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Olympic Line Streetcar Ridership

�
*
"��� �	� ����#�����������
*$'���"��!���� ����$��������

*���&��� !���	�9

*� �	� ��������	�������"��>
*4;6 !!

*(/����������	�������"��>
*?63!!

Source: City of Vancouver Host City Team

Olympic Line Streetcar Ridership

Average Hourly Olympic Line Ridership
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The Olympic Line 
carried over 

25,000 riders on its 
busiest day.

Olympic Line Streetcar Ridership

Source: City of Vancouver Host City Team

The Olympic Line – Public Response
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The Olympic Line - Awards
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The Downtown Streetcar – Next Steps
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